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The organisation that runs renal dialysis services for Aboriginal people from the West-
ern Desert says it remains deeply worried about a Northern Territory Government order
that patients from the West Australian side of the border travel to Perth for treatment
rather than Alice Springs.
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Central Arnhem Highway talks

Meetings have been
held at many communities
and outstations serviced by
thie Central Arnhem High-
way o seek the opinions
of Traditional Owners and
residents about possible
upgrades.

The 7e0km highway
that passes near Barunga,
Wugularr, Mainoru 5tore,
Weemol, Bulman, the Ram-
ingining turnoff and Gapu-
wivak.

At this stage these meet-
ings are not about making
decisions.Some of the possi-
ble upgrades TO's are being
asked to consider include:

*  bridges over the
Mainoru, Goyder, Little
Goyder and Dointji cross-
ings (these upgrades could
cut roads closure from 4 -6
manths to 1 - 2 months);

* 3150 metre wide
corridor to allow for serv-
ices and drainage - one
option they want consid-
ered is for this corridor to
be leased via a negotiated
agreement with TO's for
long term (50 years plus) to
the NT Government, This

option would ensure TO'S
retain access contral of the
Central Arnhem Highway;
and

* the progressive
upgrade of the road to two
lane sealed standard,

“The NLC plans to visit
the region again after the
Wet to undertake a Social
Impact Assessment study.
This process will give peo-
ple time to consider all fac-
tors in deciding what they
believe should happen in
the longer term.

A key thing for them
to consider is the possible
impact of having more out-
side people using the road
and visiting the area.

“We want to make
sure the government fully
understands tha views of
Aboriginal people about
this issue. It's about them
being in a position to make
a fully informed decision.”

If you, your community
or group would like further
information about these
consultations, please con-
tact Syd Stirling at the NLC
telephone: 33205113,

Tjutaku (Western Desert
Dialysis Mab) has been run-
ning dialysis, advocacy and
patient support services in
Alice and Walungurru (Kin-
tore) for five years. Hs co-
ordinator Sarah Brown said
people are deeply worried
tor their family members
who need dialysis.

"They want to be able to
look after them in Alice,” she
said. "In February this year
the NT Government banned
patients from Central Aus-
tralia who live on the other
side of whitefella borders
in Wa and South Australia
from coming to Alice Springs
for dialysis.

"Desert people in com-
munities such as Kiwirrkurra,
Tjukula, Ermabella and
Amata have always looked
towards Alice for tfamily and
support. Now they are being
tald that they must move to
Perth or Adelaide. Many are
choasing to die on country
rather than move so far from
home.”

Ms Brown said WDNWPT
has received support from all
over Australia with people
writing letters to politicians
asking them to change the
policy, but as LEMN went to
print, the policy still stood.

that have come out in sup-
port of scrapping the policy.

CLC director David Ross
said it is a national disgrace
and an act of unconscionable
cruelty that Patrick Tjungur-
rayi, who painted for the
fundraising campaign to
provide dialysis equipment
for Western Desert people,
is unable to receive care in
Central Australia.

Mr Tjungurrayi has been
refused dialysis treatment in
alice Springs because he lives
in Kiwirrkurra in Western
Australia.

Mr Ross said the NT, 54
and Wa Governments need
1o sort the issue out as a
matter of urgency.

"For Abaoriginal people,
state borders are arbitrary,
just lines drawn by some-
body across their traditional
lands. They certainly don't
align with Aboriginal cultur-
al or linguistic boundaries or
traditional Aboriginal land
ownership,’ Mr Ross said.

In a letter to Greens Sena-
tar Rachel Sieweart that she
read in the Senate, manager
of Papunya Tula Artists Paul
Sweeney laid out the insult-
ing way Mr Tjungurrayi had
been treated after helping
to raise §1 million for dialysis

situation is that Patrick was
one of the main contributors
to the initial fund raiser by
overseeing the collaborative
painting dane by the Kiwir-
rkura men that went on to
raise $300,000 and now he is
unable to access the facilities
resulting from his effort,” Mr
Sweenay wrote,

A member of the renal
fundraising campaign, the
Art Gallery of Mew South
Wales' Hetti Perkins wrote in
a letter to Paul Sweeney of
her father Dr Charlie Perkins'
own personal battle with
renal diseasa.

She wrote: "It was made
profoundly apparent to my
family through our experi-
ence that my father's rela-
tive longavity was greatly
enhanced by his family
being close to him. The
mental health issues associ-
ated with end stage renal
disease are well known and
significantly curbed by family
support, "Ms Perkins wrote,

If you would like to help
with the campaign to reverse
this ban, please email West-
ern Dasart Dialysis on wdn-
wpl@bigpond.net.au or ring
the Purple House in Alice
Springs on (08) 89536444 and
ask for Sarah.
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