


Quote attributable to CLC Chair, Warren Williams: 

"Our old people have always used their artistic skills to fight for their land. Just look at the Yirrkala 

Bark Petitions and the Barunga Statement, where they also used ochre to paint up for ceremony. 

Today we are still using art to make the case for our water rights. I am so proud that Desart are 

again working with us to put on this award." 

Quote attributable to Philip Watkins, Chief Executive Officer, Desart: 

"Desart is honoured to again partner with the Central Land Council to present the Vincent Lingiari 

Art Award and acknowledges the CLC's distinguished service to our people. Our artists today are 

the inheritors of the legacy of people like Vincent Lingiari, who fought hard to have our land and 

other rights recognised. Aboriginal-owned and governed art centres continue to embody the spirit 

and self-determination of the land rights movement, and we look forward to recognising and 

celebrating the ancient connection of country and culture through the 2026 Vincent Lingiari Art 

Award." 

Quote attributable to Kelli Cole, Curator, Vincent Lingiari Art Award 2026: 

"I'm so excited to be part of the Vincent Lingiari Art Award this year. I look forward to every entry, 

as each piece represents the enduring power of our culture. Art has always been the way we make 

ourselves heard, and that will never change." 

Ends. 
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VINCENT LINGIARI ART AWARD 2026 

Exhibition opens Monday 17 August - Sunday 18 October. 

Awards announced Thursday 10 September. 

Araluen Arts Cultural Precinct I Mparntwe (Alice Springs), Northern Territory 

Images for media use available HERE 
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